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AGM Minutes      
Annual General Meeting of the National 

Council held Thursday 7th March 2024 

 

1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

1.1 The National President and Chairman Ron Brandy opened the meeting at 16:07 hrs and welcomed 

delegates.  There were no ordinary NSAA members, no observers and no guests.  

 

2. OBSERVANCE 
 

2.1 Remembrance of former National President and National Patron Earle Jennings.  

 

2.2  Ode of Remembrance and one minute silence. 

 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 

3.1 The Chairman acknowledged those present as per the attendance register.  Tasmanian delegate Barry 

Sonter was registered as an apology with Jeff Gray substituting as his proxy appointments. ACT 

delegate Garry Hand was also an apology due to health matters. National Treasurer Richard Tregear 

was recorded as an apology due to him being on an approved leave of absence. 

 

3.2  Jeff Gray was welcomed as a new Tasmania delegate.    

 

3.3 Motion:  To accept attendance, apologies and proxy appointments. 

 

Moved by Tony Stevenson  Seconded by Peter Kemp        Dissent Nil         Outcome Carried 

 

4. OFFICE BEARERS 

 

2024 is not an election year.   All current Executive members will remain in office until the 2025 

AGM. President Ron Brandy, Vice President Noel Moulder, Treasurer Richard Tregear, Secretary 

Pete Norman and Public Officer John Thorne. 

 

 

5. DELEGATES POSITIONS FOR 2024/5 

 

5.1 Changes only if required: 

 
5.2 Motion:  To accept the nomination of Jeff Gray to replace Barry Sonter as Tasmania Council 

Delegate for the remainder of the two-year period up to the 2025 AGM.  To ratify the appointment 

of Peter Kemp to replace Bernie Connelly (deceased) as a Victorian Delegate.   Former Northern 

Territory and NSW Delegates are removed, effective 31/12/2023.    

 

Moved by John Thorne  Seconded by Bob McIvor Dissent Nil    Outcome Carried  
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6. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES FROM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 16th MARCH 2023 

 
6.1 Receipt of any amendments: 

 

6.2 Motion:  That the minutes of the meeting held Thursday 16th March 2023 as circulated, as attached 

to this agenda and as amended, be taken as read and accepted 

 

Moved by Frank Miller Seconded by Jeff Gray  Dissent Nil  Outcome Carried 

7. REPORTS 

 Executive Reports: 

7.1 NSAA NATIONAL PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR THE NATIONAL COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING OF 7 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Valé - NSAA National Past President Stanley Earle Jennings AM RFD ED.  

Earle passed away on 28/12/2023.  He was our esteemed colleague and friend for many 

years. He was the Immediate Past National President and NSAA National Patron. 

Earle, with a supportive and loyal team, achieved unsurpassed milestones for Nashos, 

notably the successful lobbying for the award of our Anniversary of National Service Medal 

and the National Service Memorial astride the main entrance to the Australian War 

Memorial, and many other achievements. 

NSAA National Vice President Noel Moulder OAM and I attended Earle’s funeral 

representing all National Servicemen. 

Introduction and Welcome 

Recognition of Achievement, Australia Day Honours 2024. 

• NSAA National Vice President Noel Moulder OAM 

• NSAA Queensland Branch President Alex Garlin OAM 

• Officer Cadet Unit, Scheyville, Association National Chairman Frank Miller OAM, and  

• all other National Servicemen recognised in the 2024 Australia Day Honours List. 

Welcome to all delegates and it is my pleasure to formally welcome the acting NSAA Tasmanian 

Branch President Jeff Gray and current NSAA Hobart Branch President.  

NSAA National Executive 

It is a privilege to lead the members of the national executive, Noel Moulder, Peter Norman, 

Richard Tregear (on leave), and John Thorne Public Officer and I offer my sincere thanks for the 

work you do on behalf of the Council and our membership. 

 

Issues facing the NSAA  

1. Longevity and capabilities of the NSAA.  These elements are key to the life and future of 

the NSAA entity and are well known. 

2. NSAA Membership Renewals. I note from the treasurer’s report that membership is 

declining rapidly and again, the consequences are well known.  
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3. Financial viability of the NSAA. Dwindling membership numbers reflects directly on the 

financial viability of the NSAA from Sub-Branch, up through Branches and the National 

Body.  Sustainment of the National representation capability in in danger of failing in the 

future. Solutions are needed to address this potential if we are to honour the membership 

seeking to extend their association into the future. 

4. NSAA Branch closures. I regret to confirm that the Northern Territory and the Official NSAA 

NSW Branches have formally closed.  

5. Having recognised all of the above the National Executive, with Council endorsement, 

initiated a proposal to amend the Constitution to allow individual members to become 

members of the National Body. This has been done and the process has progressed to 

invite those members of the Northern Territory and the NWA Branches to join the NSAA 

National Body. 

6. If we are to contemplate sustaining a NSAA National presence, a new, streamlined, simple 

and accountable business model is required. 

7. Remembering the primary aim being to offer Nashos a focal point to continue a connection 

with others, foster camaraderie and offer National representation which in turns offer 

national recognition. The intention is to offer regular electronic newsletters and NSAA 

specific news from across Australia. 

Sustaining a NSAA National Presence – Progress Report 

To implement the above proposal, the National Executive has had an amendment to our Rules 

and By-Laws approved by SA Consumer affairs. Thanks to Public Officer John Thorne for 

facilitating this outcome. 

The National body would be sustained by individual members from across Australia as State and 

Territory circumstance prevail. These members would pay annual member capitation (cost TBA), 

paid directly to the National Body by members. 

Implementation has included the following: 

• The Executive has had fruitful discussions with Ms Viki Blundel who has worked 

effectively with Noel Moulder for many years has agreed to provide secretarial services 

and will manage the National Body Data Base. 

• A once off, perennial membership card will be issued with the members name and a 

unique state of origin identifier, their sub-branch or branch ID and their current 

number e.g. Ron Brandy VIC GLG 050.  

• Fee will be paid directly to the NSAA National Bendigo Bank, BSB 633 000, Account 

No#187507447. The members name must appear on the electronic payment form. 

• Newsletters. Vicki Blundel has also agreed to compile and edit the proposed 

newsletters to NSAA National Members. As numbers increase it will be necessary to 

outsource the printing and posting function. The executive will seek competitive 

quotations for these functions when outsourcing becomes necessary. 

• There is more fine-grained detail to be considered and actioned. The NSAA National 

Executive welcomes Council’s input and considered advice. 

Projects 

NSAA Archives – Last year Noel and I met three times to commence the planned the culling and 

collating of NSAA National Records.  
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Late last year, Peter Norman took possession of the Late Carl Adams Financial records and 

delivered them to me (Ron) for action. This element is complete, and we have reduced some 20 

boxes, this includes some previously rescued from the NSAA Victorian storage facility, to one. 

Some remaining material is to go back to NSAA Victoria in due course. 

At Earle’s funeral wake, arrangements were made between Neal Freier and Earle’s sons for 

Earle’s archives to be delivered to the NSAA Queensland Branch facility at Wacol for Noel and I 

to address. 

We are sincerely grateful to the QLD Branch for their cooperation and good will in providing this 

facility.    

The NSAA National records held in storage are well progressed and Noel continues to compile a 

chronological list of relevant Secretaries records.  

The bringing together of all culled, relevant records will occur this calendar year whereby we will 

seek expert advice on what we have assembled and the next steps to be taken toward 

acceptance by the NLA. 

Application to the National Library of Australia (NLA) for a NSAA Grant to fund further processing  

will be made following NLA acceptance of the progress made, and relevance of the material 

collected. 

AWM Sponsored NSAA Commemorations. NSAA National Vice President Noel Moulder will update 

the Council on the AWM offers. 

Issues of Concern  

Nasho Fair Go (NFG) There have been some concerns raised about the factual statements 

published by NFG in the media. NSAA WA President James Duquemin will provide comment. 

Discussion. 

Military Imposters. We need to be aware and conscious of the fact that both ex service and 

civilian personnel attempt self-aggrandisement and fame by wearing medals and other 

accoutrements. It is our duty to call this out if we see occurrences of this. But be cautious as to 

how you go about it. Discussion. 

NSAA National Executive Research Capability. A work in Progress. 

The NSAA National Executives capacity to undertake research for the purposes of seeking to 

address members issues and make representation to Government is limited in time available 

and skills set available. 

With the passing of the late Allan Callaghan the executive, and the Association, has lost a giant 

intellect that served us so well in the pursuit of in-depth knowledge and material necessary to 

support submissions to Government and other bodies.  

The National body in whatever form, will need to seek out and engage with a person or persons 

with the level of skills and knowledge that Allan possessed. 

Welcome again to the NSAA 7th March 2024 General Council Meeting and Annual General Meeting. 

Ron Brandy 

National President 

National Servicemen’s Association of Australia  

7 March 2024 
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Postscript:  President Ron elaborated Orally on some of his written report, but there were no 

material changes.    

 

7.2    Vice President Noel Moulder 

Noel spoke about his primary project he has worked on, being the Archiving Project (the 

preservation of the history of the NSAA including records from former National Treasurer 

Carl Adams and former National President Earle Jennings.   These records, already 

substantially culled, will be deposited at Wacol in accordance with a standing offer from 

NSAA Qld for the Wacol facility to be used as a temporary storage and sifting area. Barry 

Presgrave’s National and S.A. records remain an issue.   The NSW records pre- and post-split 

are also to be worked through. This heritage project remains as a priority work-in-progress.  

This project is funded to the extent of $5,000 in the 2024 budget.   

 

7.3  Secretary Peter Norman 

National Secretary’s Report for the National Council Meeting 7/3/2024: 

There were several initiatives to pursue subsequent to the previous three Executive meetings on 

17/8/2023, 21/11/2023 and 7/2/2024 and the Council meeting on 7/9/2023. 

1. The primary activity was to engage with Mike Lane to bring Northern Territory members into 

direct National membership as was agreed at Council.  The fees were informally agreed at $10 

for 2023 and $20 p.a. thereafter.  It was suggested that 2023 & 2024 fees could be funded 

from the NSAA NT account before it was shut down.  As at 27/2/2024 the two invoices raised 

by Treasurer Richard Tregear have not been paid. I contacted Mike to follow-up on 27/2 and 

he asked that the invoices be sent again together with a summary which he can circulate to 

former NT members. I sent this material to him on 28/2/2024 and I believe that the NT agreed 

fees will be finalised and received within the next few weeks.  

2. The first National newsletter “Nasho” was compiled and distributed to the nine NT members 

on 18/12/2023.  I nominated myself as “Editor Pro Tem”, with the expectation that a 

permanent editor will be appointed for the next and subsequent issues. 

3. I also canvassed other Nasho organisations in NSW regarding the possibility that they 

join/rejoin the NSAA after the turmoil of past divisions.  None have replied in the affirmative.  

I also canvassed NSAA Tasmania about continuing viability, but the wish is to retain the status 

quo for the time being. 

4. Vice President Noel Moulder and Public Officer John Thorne did all the heavy lifting to amend 

the Rules and Bylaws, and for John to obtain the necessary approval of the South Australian 

government.  The Exec now needs to consider how these Rules and Bylaws should be released 

to branches/entities. 

5. The question of Directors Insurance may become an issue for National Executive members if 

their currently hosting Branches close before National closes. This may impact Noel Moulder 

in the first instance. 

6. The Victorian Branch Monash Sub-Branch has advised that the website managed by Hugh 

Williams has major problems and is unaccessable due to passwords being lost.  As the 

Williams site has been associated/intertwined with the official NSAA site for many years, a 

new solution will now be necessary, with probable budget impact.  There may be 

legal/copyright/IP/ownership issues for NSAA to undertand and resolve.  An onsite meeting is 

scheduled to take place at Hugh’s residence on 1/3/2024, which I hope to report on on 

7/3/2024.  
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7. A dozen or so archive boxes of papers were retrieved from Mrs Jean Adams’ premises, with 

Victorian and National boxes passed to Ron Brandy for sifting/sorting.  Thanks Ron for taking 

them off my hands. 

 

Secretary Pete advised that the payments from NSAA NT for their members transferring in to direct 

National membership was received on 6/3/2024, as per advice from Treasurer Richard. Pete also 

elaborated on his phone discsuuion with Greg Mawson (NSW breakaway group for want of a better 

term, but the outcome is that the offer to accept direct National membership or readmission as an 

exntity association is unlikely to be taken up.  Pete also spoke about the Hugh Williams website, but 

this topic will be discussed in more detail at Item 14.3. 

 

7.4 Treasurer Richard Tregear (Richard was an apology for this meeting) . 
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President Ron applauded Richard for his work as National Treasurer.   

Vice President Noel advised that the lead/lag issues with the Grants-in-Aid process are still 

being worked through to fund travel and accommodation arrangements for the financially 

limited states/territories. 

 

   7.4.1   Motion:  That the financial statements for 2023 as listed be accepted into the records: 

 

Moved by Pete Norman      Seconded by Jim Duquemin      Dissent Nil    Outcome Carried 
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Treasurer’s Proposed Budget Projections 

 

President Ron applauded Richard for his work to identify potential savings in the 2024, 2025 

and 2026 forward estimates.  

VP Noel asked about plant and equipment $2,611 being write-off of value-less IT equipment, 

according to ATO conventions. 
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There was no further discussion about budget due to Richard’s leave-of-absence. 

   7.4.2   Motion:  That the estimated budget as listed be adopted, noting a deficit of -$8,126 in 2024 : 

 

Moved by Noel Moulder     Seconded by Peter Kemp Dissent Nil     Outcome Carried 

7.6 Public Officer John Thorne 

South Australia Report, National Council meeting, 7th March 2024 

 

The South Australia Branch is operating efficiently and effectively. We conducted our 

Annual General Meeting on the 25th of November 2023 where all positions were filled. Like 

all other sections of the organization our membership is depleting, but we are constantly 

having an attendance of around 30 members at our weekly gatherings at our State 

Headquarters. 

 

Our Branch had a Christmas lunch for our members and their partners with 47 people in 

attendance. We closed down during January for our usual break over the Christmas – New 

year. This was convenient as the City of West Torrens ( the owners of our Headquarters) 

commenced upgrading the reserve surrounding our building. Our building will eventually 

be demolished with a new building to be constructed to house both our organization and 

the Hilton RSL sub branch. We don’t have a time line for this to happen as it will depend on 

the availability of Grant funding. 

 

We conducted our Annual Memorial Service on Saturday the 17th of February at our 

Memorial adjacent to our Headquarters. We were privileged to have a band in attendance  

for the Service. A Catafalque Party was provided by the Army Cadets. Wreaths and tributes 

were laid by members of Parliament and the Mayor of City of West Torrens. There were 

about 75 people in attendance. 

 

Several of our Sub Branches have reduced to being Social gatherings, but remaining as 

members of the State Branch. This Branch is still a viable part of the National Servicemen’s 

Association and will continue for at least until 2026 when we will consider the viability of 

our Branch. 

 

John A. Thorne ESM 

State President 

National Servicemen’s Association 

South Australia Branch 

 

8. DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING 

6th March 2025 at the Mercure Hotel Canberra.   (Council Meeting same day) 

 

9. CLOSE OF 2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING      

President Ron Brandy thanks all attendees and closed the meeting 15:28 hrs. 
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Appendix – Attendance Register 7 March 2024.           
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End of Appendix.   Attendance Register 7 March 2024. 


